ffrench Mullen House Podium Deck 


Placemaking Design Proposal <Small Change> 


THE PROJECT “SMALL CHANGE: HEALTHY 
PLACEMAKING. DECK” 


Commissioned by Charlemont Community 
Resource Centre. 


Implemented by Blue Drum artists Ed Carroll 
and Vita Geluniene in cooperation with the 


Board and residents of ffrench Mullen House. 


Time frame: June - Ocotober 2024 
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Current Situation 

e Wooden podium: 16x22 m. Surrounded by 
apartment blocks, a110cm hgh concrete 
wall, a playground (south-east), anda 
114cm height metal railing (s-west). 

e Used 4-8 times a year for events. 

e Not safe for children if unsupervised. 

e Features: 5 boxed-flower beds 
(120x120x60cm), 2 benches (250x50cm), a 
dozen potted-plants. 

e Entrances: Main entrance (south-east), lift 
close to the entrance, a fire exit (north). 

e No Electric utility sources. 

e Water utility source close to the entrance. 


Challenges 


e Currently under-used, 
under development and 
with strong potency. 


e Lack of interaction, 
amenity and sense of 
belonging within the 
neighbourhood 
especially in and across 
social/rental housing. 


Courtyard view of ffrench Mullen House from South. Photo by ImageWorks photography 
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ffrench Mullen Deck. South 
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Key issues 


Potential sound = Outdoor space. South-East Issues related to 
issues is a Activities are concrete wall can management of 
concern for weather be climbed; space e.g. 
people living permitting. Balconies can be storage, 
above. climbed it there is gardening, litter, 
a podium; cigarette butts, 
Children cannot ae 


access without 
supervision. 


Placemaking Workshops 
with participation of local residents 


Workshop 1 


Identifying Situation 
June 13, 2024 


QUESTIONS 


What do you love about the Deck? 
How do you use it? 
What would you change about it? 
What’s not working in the Deck? 
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July 7, 2024 
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Workshop 3 


Visioning and Planning With Children 
July 7, 2024 
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Workshop Results 
Designing Your Ideal Deck 


Workshop Results 
Designing Your Ideal Deck 


1. Safety and Accessibility 

- Install secure railings around elevated areas and decking. 

- Ensure pathways are wheelchair-friendly with smooth, non-slip surfaces. 
- Include ramps where necessary. 

- Add lighting for safety and usability during the evenings. 


- Build/install accessible storage units for gardening tools, event supplies, and children’s 
equipment. 


2. Community Spaces 

Learning Areas 

- Create a cozy library with bookshelves, comfortable seating, and quiet relaxation areas. 
- Include space for art and music. 

Event Spaces 

- Design flexible areas for community gatherings, meetings, market and events. 

- Provide movable seating and tables. 

Active and Passive Areas 


- Separate areas for active games (table tennis, bingo) and passive relaxation (open seating with 
views), cinema, performances. 


Workshop Results 
Designing Your Ideal Deck 


3. Nature and Wildlife 

Bird-Friendly Design 

- Install bird feeders, birdbaths, and nesting boxes. 

- Use non-aggressive feeders to deter seagulls. 

Planting and Greenery 

- Increase plant variety, including a memorial tree - cherry, seasonal flowers, and Christmas 
thee: 

- Ensure a mix of flowering and evergreen plants. 

-Natural Spaces 

- Create serene spots for listening to nature sounds and enjoying the view. 
- Consider adding a pagoda for the shadow and vertical plantation. 


4. Food and Beverage Areas 

Outdoor Kitchen and Barbecue 

- Set up an outdoor kitchen with BBQ, sink, and countertop space. 

- Include a coffee bar and kids’ kitchen for interactive activities. 

Seating and Dining 

- Provide diverse seating options, including parasols for shade, deckchairs, and tables. 
- Include small seating areas for games and casual dining. 


5. Children and Family-Friendly Features 

Children’s Play Area 

- Design a safe play area with age-appropriate equipment. 

- Ensure visibility from other areas for supervision. 

Family Activities 

- Offer spaces for table games and board games. 

- Create a relaxing area for families to enjoy tea and coffee together. 


6. Aesthetic and Practical Elements 

Decorative and Functional Lighting 

- Incorporate LED lighting for both functional and decorative purposes. 
Covered Areas 

- Include covered sections for protection from rain and sun. 

Benches and Tables 


- Strategically place benches and tables for relaxation and social interaction. 


Design 
- Wall mural. 


Workshop Results 
Designing Your Ideal Deck 


Green Space 


View from 
the balconies 
could be 
helped by 


reenery, 
plant boxes 

and symbolic 
cherry tree. 


SUMMARY FOR DECK DESIGN 


Meeting 
Space 


Creating a 
sense of 
belonging 
across the 
area. 


Inspirations From the Past 


I seeped set Pom ef eee 
" *) om, a ay 


ee, 


ees eee ie 


a 


= 
i BREET, 


Wider Context 


el 


8 SIRT 


ei 


by I Sia 7 + 
7 {3 


ee . 


Ses Ht wate Fer 
Sd Sa i 
ONE a 


ia, es tae OL aa 


oS SS —— 


etre: © 


(i Hi uit wnat ine = 


ft 


y) ae-| by; 
: fy, wif 


LA, 


_ a a 2's 


avnteniil 


££ 
i 


= - = = 
- es e Sa 
= — — ee 2a b 
- == . 
— + ~ —- ——_—s =a 
—= .. | vy 
. a r 


: ; = = f : ~ ie - <S ee . | | 
rae il | A= el | Ss! Sa — STaw He 


_ ft : f 5 4 — 
a .<- = ; . Re ee aw SSS ra i, ia 


ze 
ut 
bie 
1} 


“a! i . Ss - on 


Sw 


mens * 
i 
hs 


is 
. 
4 


Analogues 
Parallels 


i 


age it ie ae) ie ee 
mt a pe Es eel 


— i“ ~ 


| 


lI 


* 
Sis 2} 


pak 


eT TT | 


“= 
ae 


We 


— - 
= — 

: ; —— = _ —_ = 
xs <= i 
= — —————— 
= ~_ 
- — 
a 
—_—_—_—— 


| 
t 


iat 


ers j 

_— 

—- 

— 

SF” 

— fF — 

—_ — — 
SSE = 

——— ————— = 

2 ——————— SS 
—— ~ —_—- 


) 
i 


FH 


| LE ae LES OY 0 


VIL VY saa 


f 


ay see om, 
A Le Le 


c 
G 
= 
7 
| 
x 
5-4 
' 
s 
5 
al 
ry 
rf 
= 


< 
E 
6 
& 
a 
Q 
o 
ad 
” 


Plan A 


1. Storage area 

2. Green area 

3. Bench 

4. Table tenis 

5. Flower beds - Ivy plants 
6. Outdoor kitchen 

7. Coffe making zone 

8. Tables 

9. Wall mural 

10. Potable benches 

11. Perfomance stage / pagodg 


| 


HHH 

Wl 

eS NAS 

Wit 

A ~ 2 
SS 


iit HAI 
Hil Hee 
HL THLE y 
WHA | iz 
iD 


a - N\\\ 


v4 


iY 


7 
\ \ 


Plan B 


1. Green area 

2. Picnic /Seating area 

3. Active leisure 

4. Storage 

5. Outdoor kitchen 

6. Wall mural with a cherry 
7. BBQ Area 

8. Performance area 

9. Passive recreation, board game 
10. Focal tree with 

seating around it 


\ 


\ ZN A 


\\ // 
\\N 


WS 


A 


7 


: \\ \ << 
wi toon } “ 
\\\ \" 


y 
7 


Carroll GelGniené 2024 


DRAWING TITLE: 
Terrace layout option A 


